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Supervisor Malia Cohen 
City Hall 
San Francisco, CA 
c/o brittni.chicuata@sfgov.org 
 
Dear Supervisor Cohen, 
 

After working with you on your path-breaking tobacco control legislation, we have been 
surprised that the cannabis legislation that you are carrying forth is not addressing the serious public 
health issues raised by legalization.  We urge you to broaden the focus of the discussion beyond the 
business of cannabis to consider the public health implications of this legislation before it is 
finalized. 

 
We applaud the awareness around ensuring  equity access and the inclusion of the 

perspectives of communities who have been disproportionately affected by federal drug 
enforcement policies as embodied in San Francisco’s draft ordinance File No. 171042.  However, 
we urge you to consider the following when considering cannabis regulation within the City and 
County of San Francisco.   
 
• Cannabis is not without risk; marijuana smoke was identified as a human carcinogen by the 

State of California since 2009, when it was put on the Proposition 65 list. 
• Cannabis has immediate adverse effects on cardiovascular and pulmonary function. 
• Work done here at UCSF shows that just 1 minute of exposure to secondhand cannabis smoke, 

like secondhand tobacco smoke, blocks normal functioning of arteries, with the adverse effects 
of marijuana secondhand smoke lasting much longer than tobacco smoke.  

• Conversely, cannabidiol, or CBD, has been found to have moderating effects on inflammatory 
responses caused by THC and other preexisting inflammation, as well as on the psychoactive 
effects of THC.  CBD’s anti-inflammatory properties militate against selective breeding of 
plants for high THC potency which could be damaging to cardiovascular function.  

• Absent strong oversight, the new cannabis industry will be incentivized to replicate tobacco 
industry marketing and public relations approaches to low-tar/lights, smokeless, heat not burn, 
and e-cigarettes with similar types of new cannabis products. 

• The tobacco industry has considered entering the cannabis business since the 1960s. 
• Characterizing flavors, including menthol, likely to contribute to youth initiation and, like 

tobacco, could be used to target youth, LGBTQ, and communities of color. 
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• If the City permits commercialized indoor smoking there is no way to regulate smoking of any 
consumer product, including nicotine, which will reverse the Clean Indoor Air and social norms 
achievements that have resulted in the lowest smoking rates ever in San Francisco.  

 
We urge you will consider the broader health issues embodied in this legislation as well as 

the hard fought lessons from the tobacco fights so to ensure that, as part of remedying past social 
injustices around marijuana use the Board does not undermine public health.   

 
As always, we would be happy to provide any additional information that would be helpful. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Stanton A. Glantz, PhD 
Professor of Medicine 
Truth Initiative Distinguished Professor in Tobacco Control 
Director, Center for Tobacco Control Research and Education 
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