AN OPEN LETTER TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL AND
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

28th January 2019

To the Director General and Executive Board of the World Health Organization,

We write to you, as members of the global public health community, to express our grave
concern at the attempt by the Philip Morris International-funded entity, Foundation for
a Smoke Free World (FSFW), to pave the road for partnership with the World Health
Organization (WHO).

Giving any consideration to an organization that is entirely funded by the tobacco industry
would fundamentally undermine the significant health and policy gains made to date on
the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and prevention of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) through the implementation of the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). It would specifically undermine WHO FCTC Article
5.3 which seeks to protect public health policies from the vested interests of the tobacco
industry and on which much of the success of the treaty rests.

We therefore call on you to reject this approach, in the strongest terms, and
reinforce WHO's 2017 notice to governments and the public health community
to reject any affiliation with FSFW because of the “number of clear conflicts
of interest involved with a tobacco company funding a purported health
foundation, particularly if it promotes sale of tobacco and other products
found in that company’s brand portfolio.”

Analysis of leaked PMI corporate affairs documents suggests that the establishment
of the FSFW is consistent with the company’s corporate strategy. The concern is that
FSFW effectively operationalizes PMI's corporate affairs strategy to further PMI's business
interests which include the promotion of its heated tobacco products, a market which
PMI seeks to dominate. While PMI and its grantee claim a commitment to reducing harm;
reports show that PMIs cigarettes continue to be heavily marketed in ways that attract
children and undermine public health policy.

We are secureinthe knowledge thatthe WHO does not engage with the tobacco industry or
its proxies. We trust that you will respond to the PMI-funded FSFW in a manner consistent
with the institution’s long-standing principles to protect its credibility and integrity bearing
in mind that legitimising FSFW through engagement would simply advance PMI's agenda
to the detriment of global health.

In the spirit of promoting partnerships to attain the SDGs, we hope that you will take this
opportunity to establish WHO's leadership in implementing the Model policy for agencies
of the United Nations system on preventing tobacco industry interference.

The health of millions of people requires no less.

Signed,

Please Contact: Nuntavarn Vichit-Vadakan, Global Center for Good Governance in Tobacco Control (GGTC),
School of Global Studies, Thammasat University, Thailand

E: ggtc@ggtc.world
W: www.ggtc.world



mailto:ggtc@ggtc.world 
http://www.ggtc.world
http://untobaccocontrol.org/kh/article-53/ 
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Action on Smoking and Health Foundation, Prakit
Vatheesatogkit, Chairman, Thailand

Action on Smoking and Health (ASH US), Laurent
Huber, Executive Director, USA

Advocacy Center “LIFE”, Lilia Olefir, Executive
Director, Ukraine

Airspace Action on Smoking and Health, Errol E.
Povah, President, Canada

Alcohol and Drug Information Centre (ADIC),
Pubudu Sumanasekara, Executive Director, Sri Lanka
ASH Finland, Mervi Hara, Executive Director, Finland
ASH Scotland, Sheila Duffy, Chief Executive, United
Kingdom

Association of European Cancer Leagues, Luk
Joossens, Advocacy Officer, Belgium

Australian Council on Smoking and Health, Maurice
Swanson, Executive Director, Australia

Australian Health Promotion Association, Gemma
Crawford, President, Australia

Austrian Council on Smoking and Health, Kurt
Aigner, President, Austria

Balajee Sewa Sansthan, Awadhesh Kumar, Executive
Director, India

Beijing Tobacco Control Association, Zhang Jianshu,
President, China

Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK), Matt Myers,
President, United States

Cambodia Movement for Health (CMH), Mom Kong,
Executive Director, Cambodia

Cancer Council Australia, Sanchia Aranda, Chief
Executive Officer, Australia

Cancer Council Victoria, Todd Harper, CEO, Australia
Center for Research and Community Development
Services, Tran Quoc Binh, Director, Vietham
Chitranshu Samaj Kalyan Parishad, Dilip Srivastava,
Chitranshu, India

Coalition for a Tobacco Free Arkansas, Katherine
Donald, Executive Director, United States

Comité National Contre le Tabagisme, Yves Martinet,
President, France

Consumer Information Network, Samuel J. Ochieng,
Chief Executive Officer, Kenya

Department of Community Medicine & Family
Medicine / All India Institute of Medical Sciences,
Binod Kumar Patro, Additional Professor / Dy Medical
Superintendent, India

Development and Policies Research Center, Nguyen
Ngoc Anh, Director, Vietnam

European Network for Smoking and Tobacco
Prevention (ENSP), Cornel Radu-Loghin, Secretary
General, Belgium

FAECAP Federation of Family and Community
Nursing Associations, Francisco Javier Carrasco
Rodriguez, President, Spain

FCTC Implementation and Monitoring Center in
Georgia, George Bakhturidze, Founder, Georgia
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Forumul National de Preventie, Florin Mihaltan,
Professor, Romania

Framework Convention Alliance (FCA), Francis
Thompson, Executive Director, Canada
Fresh-Smoke Free North East, Ailsa Rutter, Director,
United Kingdom

Fundacja “Smart Health - Zdrowie w 3D", Krzysztof
Przewozniak, President, Poland

GAT SEMFYC ( Family Doctors), Clara Isabel Soria
Lopez, General Practitioner, Spain

Global Center for Good Governance in Tobacco
Control (GGTC), Nuntavarn Vichit-Vadakan, Chair,
Thailand

Grambangla Unnayan Committee (GUC), AKM
Maksud, Executive Director, Bangladesh

Gramin Vikas Sewa Samiti, Ram Lalit, Secretary, India
HealthBridge Foundation of Canada Vietnam
Office, Nguyen Thi An, Director, Vietnam
Healthjustice Philippines, Mary Ann Fernandez-
Mendoza, President, Philippines

HRIDAY, Radhika Shrivastav, Director - Health
Promotion, India

Indonesian Public Health Association (IAKMI),
Widyastuti Soerojo, Chair of Tobacco Control Unit,
Indonesia

Institute for Global Tobacco Control, Bloomberg
Professor of Disease Prevention, Joanna E. Cohen,
Director, United States

Inter-American Heart Foundation, Beatriz
Champagne, Director of Advocacy, Brazil

Israeli Medical Association for Smoking Cessation
and Prevention, Yael Bar-Zeev, Chair, Israel
Jamaica Coalition for Tobacco Control, Barbara
McGaw, Tobacco Control Advisor, Jamaica

Japan Society for Tobacco Control, Manabu Sakuta,
Professor / Chairman, Japan

Legal Engagement Advocating Development

and Reform (LEADER, Inc.), Carl Marx L. Carumba,
Advocacy Manager, Philippines

Lentera Anak Foundation, Lisda Sundari, Chair
Person, Indonesia

Lithuanian Tobacco and Alcohol Control Coalition,
Nijole Gostautaite Midttun, President, Lithuania
Malaysian Council for Tobacco Control, Datuk Dr.
Lekhraj Rampal, President, Malaysia

Malaysian Green Lung Association, Ho Rhu Yann,
Founding President, Malaysia

Malaysian Medical Association, Rissa Soetama, COO,
Malaysia

Malaysian Public Health Physician Association,
Zainal Ariffin bin Omar, President, Malaysia

MANT (Manbhum Ananda Ashram Nityananda
Trust), Nirmalya Mukherjee, Director, State Project
Officer, Advancing Tobacco Control Program, India
Marathwada Gramin Vikas Sanstha, Aurangabad,
Akash Kasliwal, India
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National Committee on Tobacco Control, Priyo
Sidipratomo, President, Indonesia

NCD Alliance, Katie Dain, Chief Executive Officer,
Switzerland

Nofumadores.org (non-smokers.org), Raquel
Fernandez Megina, President, Spain

Norwegian Cancer Society, Nonguebzanga Maxime
Compaore, Special Advisor, International Affairs,
Norway

OxySuisse, Pascal Diethelm, President, Switzerland
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant Institute of Studies

in Rural Development, Shiv Pujan Pandey, Director,
India

People Health Foundation, Than Sein, President,
Myanmar

Philippine Pediatric Society, Inc., Rizalina Racquel H.
Gonzalez, Chair, PPS Tobacco Control Advocacy Group,
Philippines

PRASAR, Shishupal, Secretary, India

Pra tyasha Anti-Drugs Club, Helal Ahmed, Secretary
General, Bangladesh

PROGGA, ABM Zubair, Bangladesh

Public Health Association of Australia, Terry Slevin,
Chief Executive Officer, Australia

SGSS, Vijay Kumar Rao, CEO, India

Smoke Free Israel, Shira Kislev, CEO, Israel

Smoke Free Life Coalition, Gergana Geshanova, Chair
of the Board, Bulgaria

Sociedad Uruguaya de Tabacologia, Beatriz Goja,
Past President, Uruguay

Societa Italiana di Tabaccologia (SITAB), Enzo Zaga,
President, Italy

Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA),
Ulysess Dorotheo, Director, Philippines

Subhash Children Society, Kamal Kant, President,
India

Sustainable Development Network Malaysia,
Muhammad Sha’ani Bin Abdullah, Malaysia

Swarna Hansa Foundation, Gallege Punyawardana,
Program Executive, Sri Lanka

Swiss Association for Smoking Prevention, Verena El
Fehri, Director AT, Switzerland

Tanzania Tobacco Control Forum, Lutgard Kokulinda
Kagaruki, Executive Director, Tanzania

The Heart Foundation of Jamaica, Deborah Chen,
Executive Director, Jamaica

ThinkTank Research Center for Health
Development, Liu Hongjun, Director, China

The Union, Gan Quan, Director of Tobacco Control,
United States

Tobacco - Free Association of Zambia, Brenda
Chitindi, Executive Director, Zambia

Tobacco Control Research and Knowledge
Management Center (TRC), Roengrudee
Patanavanich, Deputy Director, Thailand

Tobacco Control Research Group and
TobaccoTactics, University of Bath, Anna Gilmore,
Director, United Kingdom
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UBINIG (Policy Research for Development
Alternative), Farida Akhter, Executive Director,
Bangladesh

Vietnam Non-communicable Diseases Prevention
and Control Alliance, Tran Tuan, Chairman, Executive
Board, Vietnam

Vision for Alternative Development (VALD), Labram
Massawudu Musah, Programmes Director, Ghana
Vital Strategies, Sandra Mullin, Senior Vice President,
Policy, Advocacy and Communication, United States
Womanhealth Philippines Inc., Ana Maria R. Nemenzo,
National Coordinator, Philippines

XQNS Initiative, Joseba Zabala Galan, Public Health
Doctor, Spain

100% BFOM, Patricia B. Miranda, Philippines
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A Pathmeswaran, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka
Abdillah Ahsan, The Center for Islamic Economics and
Business, University of Indonesia, Indonesia

Adelaida Lozano Polo, FAECAP Federation of Family
and Community Nursing Associations, Spain

Alan Maryon-Davis, Kings College London, United
Kingdom

Alberto Araujo, Brazil

Alexander Padilla, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines
Alexandre Milagres, Smoker cessation Support Center,
Brazil

Alimin Maidin, Faculty of Public Health, Hasanuddin
University, Indonesia

Alison Breland, Virginia Commonwealth University,
Center for the Study of Tobacco Products, United States
Alison Cox, Cancer Research UK, United Kingdom
Allan Chester Nadate, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

Amanda Amos, GRIT, University of Edinburgh, United
Kingdom

Amanda Healy, Durham County Council and North-East
England, United Kingdom

Amaranath Tenna, Sri Lanka

Amparo Villafranca, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

Ana Maria Figueiredo, Former coordinator of the
Tobacco Working Group of the SPP (Portuguese
Pneumology Society) / Former vice-president of the
COPPT (Portuguese Coalition for Tobacco Control),
Portugal

Anca Toma Friedlaender, Smoke Free Partnership,
Belgium

Andrea Crossfield, Greater Manchester Health and
Social Care Partnership, United Kingdom

Anelle Cortez, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines
Andrew J. Barnes, PhD, Associate Professor, Health
Behavior and Policy, Virginia Commonwealth University,
United States of America
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Annie S. Anderson, UK Society for Behavioural
Medicine / Scottish Cancer Prevention Network, United
Kingdom

Arun Kumar Pal, Karmawati Pal Memorial Society, India
Asiri Karunanayaka, University of Kelaniya - Faculty of
Medicine, Sri Lanka

Asitha koshala Thanippuli Arachchi, Sri Lanka
Bambang Priyono, No Tobacco Community (NOTC),
Indonesia

Benedict Nisperos, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

Bernadette Esguerra-Huggins, Healthjustice
Philippines, Philippines

Billie Bonevski, University of Newcastle / SRNT Oceania
Chapter, Australia

Bima Arya Sugiarto, Asia Pacific Cities Alliance for
Tobacco Control and Prevention of NCDs, Singapore
Blanca Llorente, Fundacién Anaas, Colombia

Boyd Swinburn, University of Auckland, New Zealand
Brian Fisher, Socialist Health Association, United
Kingdom

Buenalyn Teresita Ramos-Mortel, University of the
Philippines Manila - College of Public Health, Philippines
Calvin Cochran, Quitline, National Telehealth Service of
New Zealand, New Zealand

Carolina Pifieros, Red PaPaz, Colombia

Catherine Taylor, Fresh-Smoke Free North East, United
Kingdom

Cecile Knai, London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, United Kingdom

Cipriano Pires Justo, Universidade Lus6fona, Portugal
Coral Gartner, The University of Queensland, School of
Public Health, Australia

Dan Gaita, Romanian Society of Cardiology / European
Heart Network, Romania

Daniel Tan, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines
David Thomas, Menzies School of Health Research,
Australia

Dinej Chandrasiri, Regional Directorate of Health
Services-Puttlam, Sri Lanka

Dollaris Riauaty Suhadi, Sahabat Cipta, Smokefree
Jakarta, Indonesia

Donnabel Tubera, City Government of Baguio,
Philippines

E. Madhurangi Perera, Ministry of Health, Nutrition
and Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka

Elizabeth A. Smith, University of California, San
Francisco, United States

Florence Berteletti, World Heart Federation,
Switzerland

Francis Anthony S. Garcia, Asia Pacific Cities Alliance
for Tobacco Control and Prevention of NCDs, Philippines
Grace Wangge, Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
Organization Regional Center (SAMEORC), Indonesia
Gina Sanchez, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines

H. H. R. Prabath Hewasundara, University of Colombo,
Sri Lanka
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. Hajime Sono, NPO Tobacco-Free Advocacy Japan (TFA)),
Japan

Hana Ross, University of Cape Town, South Africa
Harry Rutter, University of Bath, United Kingdom
Heather Wipfli, University of Southern California -
Preventive Medicine and International Relations, United
States

Hery Chariansyah, Raya Indonesia, Indonesia

Ifdhal Kasim, Rumah Mediasi Indonesia (RMI),
Indonesia

Jacky Sarita, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines
Jaime Galvez-Tan, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines
Jamie Pearce, University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Janet Hoek, University of Otago, New Zealand

Jeffrey Drope, American Cancer Society, United States

Jim McCambridge, University of York, United Kingdom
Joan Louise Orendain, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

Jojana Christine General, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

Jose Manuel Asturias, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

José M. Calheiros, MD, MPH, PhD, Professor of
Preventive Medicine, Universidade Fernando Pessoa,
Portugal

Judy Delos Reyes, Healthjustice Philippines, Philippines
Jun Sono, NPO Tobacco-Free Advocacy Japan (TFA)),
Japan

Kalpana Acharya, Nepal Health Journalist Forum, Nepal
Kamran Siddiqi, University of York, United Kingdom
Laura Rosen, Tel Aviv University, Israel

Le Thi Thu, HealthBridge Foundation of Canada,
Vietnam Office, Vietnam

Li Jinkui, ThinkTank Research Center for Health
Development (ThinkTank), China

Liao Wenke, Chinese Association on Tobacco Control
(CATC), China

Lisa Bero, University of Sydney - Charles Perkins Centre,
Australia

Lisa Henriksen, Stanford University School of Medicine,
United States

Liza Ali, Smoke Free Kuala Lumpur (KLBAR), Malaysia
Made Kerta Duana, Udayana University, Indonesia
Malcolm Brinn, University Of Queensland, Australia
Manuja Perera, University of Kelaniya - Faculty of
Medicine, Sri Lanka

Margarete C. Kulik, University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences - Health Behavior and Health Education, Center
for the Study of Tobacco, United States

Mariana Pinho, Inter-American Heart Foundation, Brazil
Maria Piedade Moreira Brandao, University of Aveiro,
Portugal

Marita Hefler, Menzies School of Health Research,
Australia

Mark Levin, Wm. S. Richardson School of Law, The
University of Hawaii at Manoa, United States
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Mark Petticrew, London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom

Martin White, Vice President, UK Society of
Behavioural Medicine, United Kongdom
Matthew Peters, Macquarie University Faculty of
Medicine and Health Sciences, Australia

May van Schalkwyk, Imperial College London, United
Kingdom

Melanio Mauricio Ill, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

Melissa Mialon, University of Sao Paulo, Brazil
Michael Moore, World Federation of Public Health
Associations, Australia

Michél Legendre, Corporate Accountability, United
States

Mike Daube, Curtin University, Australia

Mira B. Aghi, Healis Sekhsaria Institute of Public
Health, India

Miri Ziv, Israel Cancer Association, Israel

Monica Andreis, ACT Health Promotion, Brazil
Mohammad Hasnain, SUPRO, Bangladesh
Muhammad Irsyad, Vice Chairman, Muhammadiyah
Student Association, Indonesia

Mukhaer Pakkanna, Ahmad Dahlan School of
Economics, Indonesia

Naomi Oreskes, Harvard University,

United States

Nason Maani Hessari, London School

of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,

United Kingdom

Nazmi Bilir, Hacettepe University - Faculty of
Medicine, Turkey

Neil E. Collishaw, Physicians for a Smoke-

Free Canada, Canada

Nia Luxton, Australia

Nicholas Hopkinson, Imperial College,

London, United Kingdom

Nick Wilson, University of Otago, Wellington,
New Zealand

Norashidah Mohamed Nor, Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM), Malaysia

. Norbert Hirschhorn, United Kingdom
112.

Paraskevi A. Katsaounou, Evaggelismos
Hospital, National and Kapodistrian University
of Athens, Greece

Patricia Anne Lambert, Campaign For
Tobacco-Free Kids, United States

Paul Grogan, Cancer Council Australia,
Australia

Paula Rosa, #Semtabaco, Portugal

Peter Allebeck, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden
Petra Meier, SCHARR, University of Sheffield,
United Kingdom

Phil Gendall, University of Otago -
Department of Marketing, New Zealand
Priscilla Alderson, Univerity College London,
New Zealand

120. Raglan Maddox, Well Living House, Centre
for Urban Health Solutions, St. Michael's
Hospital, Canada

121. Rajeev K. Choudhary, School of Public
Health, PGIMER, India

122. Ralph Emerson Degollacion, Healthjustice
Philippines, Philippines

123. Ramon Pedro P. Paterno, University of the
Philippines Universal Health Care Study Group,
Philippines

124. Renee Bittoun, University of Notre Dame
Australia, Australia

125. Renu Sharma, International Union Against
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, India

126. Retno Rusdjijati, Muhammadiyah Tobacco
Control Centre, Muhammadiyah University,
Indonesia

127. Reysal Bahian, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

128.Rima Nakkash, American University of
Beirut, Lebanon

129. Rob Moodie, University of Melbourne,
Australia

130. Robert N. Proctor, Stanford University,
United States

131. Rumana Huque, University of Dhaka -
Department of Economics / ARK Foundation,
Bangladesh

132. Ruth E. Malone, University of California, San
Francisco, United States

133. Saju V. Itty, Kerala Voluntary Health Services, India

134. Sameera Hewage, District Director of Health
Services Office, Kandy (Under the Ministry of
Health), Sri Lanka

135. Sandu Siyoto, Chairman, Surya Mitra Husada
Kediri Institute of Health and Science (STRADA),
Indonesia

136. Santi Martini, Faculty of Public Health,
Airlangga University, Indonesia

137. Sapartinah, Indonesian Institute for Social
Development (IISD), Indonesia

138. Sarah Herrera, Healthjustice Philippines,
Philippines

139. Sarah Hill, University of Edinburgh, United
Kingdom

140. Sarah Jane Perkes, The University of
Newcastle, Australia

141. Seto Mulyadi, Indonesia Agency for Child
Protection (LPA), Indonesia

142. Sharon Lawn, Flinders University of South
Australia - Flinders Human Behaviour and
Health Research Unit, Department of
Psychiatry, Australia

143. Shobha Shukla, Citizen News Service (CNS),
India

144. Silvano Gallus, Department of Environmental
Health Sciences - Istituto di Ricerche
Farmacologiche Mario Negri IRCCS, Italy
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Simon Capewell, University of Liverpool -
Department of Public Health & Policy / Institute
of Psychology, Health & Society, United
Kingdom

Sonu Goel, School of Public Health, Post
Graduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research, India

Stanton A. Glantz, University of California
San Francisco - Center for Tobacco Control
Research and Education, United States

Stella Aguinaga Bialous, UCSF School

of Nursing and UCSF Helen Diller Family
Comprehensive Cancer Center, United States
Stephan Lewandowsky, University of Hawaii
Cancer Center - Cancer Prevention in the
Pacific, United Kingdom

Stephen Hamann, Tobacco Control Research
and Knowledge Management Center, Thailand
Sumarjati Arjoso, Indonesian Public Health
Association (TCSC, IPHA), Indonesia
Supriyatiningsih, Muhammadiyah Tobacco
Control Centre, Muhammadiyah University,
Indonesia

Tania Maria Cavalcante, National Cancer
Institute, Ministry of Health, Brazil

Tara Singh Bam, International Union Against
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (The Union)
Asia Pacific, Singapore

Theresa M. Marteau, University of
Cambridge, United Kingdom

Thomas A. Wills, University of Hawaii Cancer
Center - Cancer Prevention in the Pacific
Program, United States
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Thomas Eissenberg, Center for the Study

of Tobacco Products, Virginia Commonwealth
University, United States

Tim Lang, City University of London, United
Kingdom

. Tony Jewell, United Kingdom
160.

Upendra Bhojani, Institute of Public Health
(Bengaluru - India), India

Valeska Carvalho Figueiredo, Center for
Studies on Tobacco or Health, National School
of Public Health, Oswaldo Cruz Foundation,
Ministry of Health, Brazil

Wang Kean, ThinkTank Research Center for
Health Development (ThinkTank), China
Wasim Maziak, Florida International
University - Robert Stempel College of

Public Health and Social Work, Department of
Epidemiology, United States

Witold Zatonski, Health Promotion
Foundation, Poland

Wu Yiqun, ThinkTank Research Center for
Health Development (ThinkTank), China

Xie Yu, ThinkTank Research Center for Health
Development (ThinkTank), China

Xu Guihua, Chinese Association on Tobacco
Control (CATC), China

Yang Gonghuan, ThinkTank Research Center
for Health Development (ThinkTank), China
Yang Hongwei, ThinkTank Research Center
for Health Development (ThinkTank), China
Yong Check Yoon, Independent Researcher,
Malaysia




